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ABSTRACf A previous paper introduced the notion of
complete connectivity conditions and developed variational
principles for diffraction problems subjected to such restric-
tions. Here, an abstract definition of formally symmetric op-
erators is given and it is shown that the problem of connecting
solutions of equations associated with this kind of operators
leads to complete connectivity conditions. The variational
principles previously developed as well as a f resent more gen-
eral one are thus applicable. The problem 0 connecting solu-
tions defined in different regions is basic for finite element
formulations. Formally symmetric operators occur in many
branches of science and engineering. Applications are given
here to potential theory, wave propagation, elasticity, and a
general class of boundary integral equations.

As in the preceding paper (2), the general formulation of
variational principles using functional-valued operators de-
veloped by the author (5) is applied. This approach simplifies
treatment of continuum mechanics and its partial differential
equations because it is applicable in any linear space, not nec-
essarily normed, or with an inner product, or complete. A dis-
cussion of the main advantages of its use as well as a summary
of the method have been reported (6, 7).

Characterization of complete connectivity conditions
For operators P:D -+- D* defined on a linear space D, in the
field of real or complex numbers (whose elements U,v, ..., will
be called motions) and with values in the space D* of all the
linear functionals defined on D, let.N C D be

.N=luEDIAu=O}. [1]
Here A = (P -P*)/2 is the antisymmetric part of P. As in ref.
2, in this paper it will be assumed that

(Pu,v) = O'Vv E.N ~Pu = O. [2]

Operators satisfying Eq. 2 will be called "formally symmetric";
for them, the notion of complete connectivity condition has
been introduced (2). The following is an equivalent but briefer
formulation of this concept.

Definition 1: A linear subspace:J C D is said to be a con-
nectivity condition if:

(i) .N C .7 [3]

(ii) (Au,v) = 0, -VU,V E .7. [4]

The connectivity condition is said to be complete if in addi-

tion

(iii) For any wED

(Aw,v) = 0, -vv E .7 ~ w E .7. [5]

The set {; C D is defined by

{;={uEDIPu=O}. [6]

The relation

Although the finite-element method was originally developed
for particular areas of structural mechanics and elasticity,
the mathematical basis of the technique is applicable to
problems found throughout applied mathematics, continuum
mechanics, engineering, and physics. When applying the fi-
nite-element method we first seek solutions in the individual
elements and then connect those corresponding to different
elements (1). The problem of connecting solutions defined in
different regions is hence basic in the formulation of the finite
element-method.

A previous paper (2) introduced a class of operators, (here
called "formally symmetric"), defined a diffraction problem
associated with such operators, and derived variational prin-
ciples for that problem. Applications were given to problems
in the linearized theory of free surface flow (3), potential theoryI'
and elasticity. The present paper gives an abstract definition
of formally symmetric operators and develops a general theory
of connectivity for problems defined in terms of such operators.
The main result is that, whenever the problem of connecting
is well posed, it leads to complete connectivity conditions of the
type heuristically introduced (2). The general variational
principles previously reported (2), as well as one given here
which is more convenient for numerical treatment, are appli-
cable. The theory is formulated for the problem of connecting
solutions defined in two subregions only, but by induction it can
be applied to problems formulated in an arbitrary number of
subregions.

An important area of application of the results is that of
boundary integral equations (4). Boundary integral equations
constitute one possible way of specifying a set of solutions de-
fined in one subregion. Results are thus applicable to such
equations whenever they are derived from formally symmetric
operators of the kind discussed here. Formally symmetric op-
erators occur in potential theory, wave propagation, diffusion
problems, elasticity, structural dynamics, and many other
branches of science and engineering.

(Au,v) = 0, -Vu,v E t; [7]

is clear, because 2(Au,v) = (Pu,v) -(Pv,u). In what follows
of this section, it will be ~ed that there is in D a connectivity
condition .7; however, the completeness of .7 will not be taken
for granted. .

The problem of diffraction associated with P is given
next.

Definition 2: Given U E D and f E D* in the range of
P, a motion II ED is said to be a solution of the problem of
diffraction if
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Pu = f and U -u = v E :I. [8]

Abbreviation: ebvp, external boundary value problem.
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For every symmetric operator S:D -.D* the operator B =
S + A/2 satisfies

posed, because for every V = VI + V2 E D we have BVI =
BV by Eq. 10 and VI E.'I.

THEOREM 3. If the diffraction problem is well posed, then
.'I is complete.

Proof: This is immediate by Theorems 1 and 2.
The following variational principle is more general than those

presented previously (2).
THEOREM 4. Assume.'l is a complete connectivity con-

dition. Given f,fJ E D*, on the ranges of P and A respectively,
and V' E D, define the functional X, for every couple u,u' E
D,by

X(u,u') = ~ (Pu,u) + (A[u] -2f),11
2

+ (AU',u') -(f,u) 13]

A = B -B*. [9]

It will be assumed, that operators B:D -.D* to be considered
in what follows, satisfy Eq. 9. When such B is available, two
problems are defined.

Definition 3: Given U E D, the motion u E D is said to
be a solution of the external boundary value problem (ebvp) if
Bu = BU and u E :I. The internal boundary value problem
(ibvp) is defined by replacing :I with (;.

Any of the three problems already introduced will be said
to satisfy existence if they possess (a) at least one solution for
every admissible datum, (b) uniqueness when the only solution
of the problem with vanishing data is the zero solution, and (c)
almost uniqueness when any solution of the latter problem
belongs to the null set .N. For some purposes it is too restrictive
to require uniqueness; owing to this fact, a problem will be said
to be well posed if it satisfies existence and almost unique-
ness.

LEMMA 1. The problem of diffraction is well posed if and
only if every u E D can be written as u = UI + U2 with UI E
:I, U2 E {; and this representation is almost unique.

Proof: Assume such representation holds. Given any f E
D* in the range of P, writef = PW = PW 1. Then u = WI +
U 2 is a solution of the diffraction problem. Observe also that
any solution u of the diffraction problem with vanishing data
belongs to :I n {;; this implies u E .N by the assumed almost
uniqueness of the representation. Conversely, assume the dif-
fraction problem is well posed. Then, given any U E Diet u
be a solution of the diffraction problem with f = o and v be
given by Eq. 8, the relation U = v + u supplies the desired
representation and its almost uniqueness is easily seen.

THEOREM 1. Assume that for some B fulfilling Eq 9 the
ebvp satisfies existence. Then :I is a complete connectivity
condition.

Proof: Assume U E D+(AU,v} = 0, Vv E:I; let u E
:I be a solution of the ebvp corresponding to U; and write w =
U -u. Then Bw = 0, so that (B*w,v) = -(Aw,v) = 0, Vv
E :I. Given any V ED, let v E :I be a solution of the ebvp
corresponding to V, so that

Then, the couple u,u/ E D satisfies Pu = f, A[u] = fJ and u/-
V/ E :I if and only if

(X/(u,u/),(v,v/)} = 0 ¥(v,v/)+v ED and v/ E:I. [14]

Here [u] = u/ -u and ij = (u/ + u)/2.
Proof: The proof of this theorem is similar to the proofs

presented previously (2) and will not be given. In numerical
applications, Theorem 4 presents advantages over those given
previously (2) because it is not restricted to satisfy the condition
u/ -V/ E :I from the start and therefore permits satisfying
this condition in an approximate manner.

-(Aw,V) = (B*w,V) = (Bv,w) = (B*w,v) = O.

.7 and therefore U E .7, because U = u +Thus, w E .N
w.

THEOREM 2. If the diffraction problem is well posed, then
3 B:D- D* satisfying Eq. 9 and such that for it the ebvp
satisfies existence.

Proof: In view of Lemma 1, given any u ED, it is possible
to write u = Ul + U2 with Ul E :J and uzE t;. For every u E
D, define

Bu = AuI. [10]

Operator B is well defined because u I is almost unique. For
every v = VI + V2 E D, the adjoint of B satisfies

(B*u,v) = (Bv,u) = (AvJ,u2) = -(L'fu2,VI) = -(AU2,V)

[11]

where use has been made of Eqs. 4 and 7.
This shows that

B*u = -AU2. [12]

Eqs. 10 and 12 together imply Eq. 9. The ebvp is clearly well

The problem of connecting

In many applications such as the finite-element method, one
is interested in connecting solutions defined in two neighboring
regions such as Rand E in Fig. 1. There are two linearly inde-
pendent spaces of functions D and DE, with the property that
the functions of D vanish on E, whereas those of DE vanish on
R. Elements u ED = D + DE will be written as u = (U,UE)
with U E D ~d u~ E DE. Th~re ar~ two formally symmetric
operators P:D -D* and P~:D -D* satisfying

(Pu,v) = (Pu,v); (PEu,v) = (PEUE,VE) [15]

for every u,v E D. Due to this property, P and PE can also be
thought of as operators P:D -D* and PE:DE -D~. The fact
that P and PE are formally symmetric implies that Eq. 2 is
satisfied by A and a corresponding relation is satisfied by the
antisymmetric part AE of FE, A

There is a linear subspace S C D with the property that u
E S if and only if

(Au,v) = -(AEU,V), Vv E S. [16]
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Elements u E of are said to be smooth. Motions u E D and UE
E DE will be called smooth extensions of each other whenever
u = (U,UE) E of. It will be assumed that all elements of D and
DE possess smooth extensions. Given any u = (U,UE) ED, the
following notation will be adopted:

[ii]=u'-u; u=~(u'+u) [17]

in which u' ED is any smooth extension of UE E DE. In view
of Eq. 16, A[ii] = 0 if and only if ii is smooth; using this fact, it
can be seen that A[ii] as well as (A[ii],v) depend on ii and v but
are independent of the particular smooth extensions chosen. A
direct computation shows that F:15 -15* defined by

(Fii,v) = «(P + PE)ii,v) + 2(A[ii],v) , [18]

is symmetric.
Let f,fE,f J E D* be in the ranges of P ,PE, and AE, respec-

tively, and define J = f + fE + 2fJ. Then it can be seen, by
using Eq. 2, that the system

Pu=f; PEu=fE; A[u]=fJ [19]

Assume the problem of diffraction is well posed; then u,u' E
D is a solution of the problem of connecting if and only if 14
is satisfied.

Proof: Proof is immediate becasue u' -V' E :J =* 3UE
E DE smooth extension of u' +PUE = PVE = fE. We remark
that well-posednessof the problem of connecting implies that
of the problem of diffraction, because the latter is a particular
case of the former.

Applications
A. Elasticity and Potential Theory. Let us consider again

the applications to elasticity and potential theory introduced
in ref. 2. The elements of D will be functions u = (Uh ...,urn),
while those of DE will be UE = (UEh ...,UE;') defined on re-
gions Rand E of Fig. 1, ~hich are now assumed to be in the
n-dimensional Euclidean space. The boundaries of these regions
are aIR U azR U asH and al E U azE U asE, respectively, in
which aIR as weli as ajE(i = 1,2,3) are pairwise disjoint sets. The
unit normal vector n will be taken pointing out of RUE; on
asH = a3E it points outwards from R. Let P:D -+ D* be

(Py,tZ> = 1 va.La(1;!)d~ + faIR uaT a(f2.)dxis equivalent to

Pit. =J. [20]

The symmetry property of P implies the following varia-
tional principle.

THEOREM 5. Define the functional

vaT 

a(~)d! [25]

X(u)=~(Pu,u} -<},u)
2

[21]

[26]

Latin subscripts run from 1 to n, Greek ones from 1 to m, and
summation over the range of repeated subscripts is understood.
When R is bounded, integrating by parts leads to

(Ag,Q) = SaaR jvaT a(f!) -uaT a(Q)ld~. [27]

The definition of PE:V -V* is obtained by replacing u and
Q with tiE and QE in Eq. 25, while R is replaced with E. When
E is bounded

(AEfj,Q) = -13EIVEaT a(t'E) -uEaT a(t'E)ld~. [28]

The set of smooth f\}nctions .\" C D is defined by the condition
that u = (U,UE) E .\" ~

t' = ~E and I(~) = I(~E) on a~ = asE. [29]

It is assumed that Au = 0 ~ u = T( u) = O. As mentioned else-
where (2), in applications to~tentiai theory T(u) is au/an and
the above condition is fulfilled. In applications-to elasticity, it
is enough that Cjjpq be strongly elliptic (10). When this happens,
u E .f ~ Eq. 16.

Given the functions b,bE,d,dE,dj,u,UE, and Uj on
R,E,a1R,a1E,a~,a~,a~, and a~, respectively, define f E
D* by

[30]

for every v E 6, and/E E 6* in a corresponding manner. Let,
in addition,.!] E 6*be such that for every v E 6:

<fj.Q) = SasE {l1]aVa -d]aT a(£)!dz. [31]

~ ~

for every u E D. Then u E D satisfies 19 if and only if

X'(u) = o. [22]

Proof: This is a particular case of a general theorem given
by Herrera (5) and Herrera and Bielak (6) for symmetric
functional valued operators. Theorem 5 generalizes results
given by Prager (8), Nemat-Nasser (9), and others for discon-
tinuous solutions.

Definition 4: Given UE E DE; f,fE = PUEJ] E 6*, the,
problem of connecting consists in finding u,u' E D with the
property that 3u = (U,UE) E 6 which satisfies Eq. 19 and such
that u' is smooth extension of UE.

The following definition and lemma permit applying the
variational principle of Theorem 4 to the problem of con-
necting.

Definition 5: The set :I C D of internally generated mo-
tions is defined by

:I=!uEDI3u=(u,uE)E8+PEu=O!. [23]

LEMMA 2. The set :I of internally generated motions
given in Definition 5 is necessarily a connectivity condition.
When the problem of diffraction is well posed, the connec-
tivity condition is in addition complete.

Proof: :I is obviously a linear space. .N C :I, because A [u]
= 0 whenever u = (u,O) and Au = O. Given U,v E :I, choose
UE,VE E DE so that, as in Definition 5, U,V E 8; then

(Au,v) = -(AEuE,VE) = (PEu,v) -(PEv,u) = O. [24]

Therefore, :I is a connectivity condition and, by Theorem
3, it is complete when the diffraction problem is well posed.

In view of this Lemma, the variational principle of Theorem
4 is applicable to the problem of connecting.

THEOREM 6. Consider the problem of connecting given
in Definition 4, and let V' be any smooth extension of VE.

~12R
in which .L and T are differential operators
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2. For applications to potential theory, the reduced wave
equation, and elasticity, discussed in section A, they take the
form

uJ'!) = 2 13R IG-ya(§,!)T -y(f;!)

-u-y({)T -y(Qa({.!))}d{;! E asH [33]
in which Gatt(X,y) = Gtta(Y,;) is Green's functions of region E
satisfying homOgeneous conditions on alE and a~. In this case,
the set .7 in Definition 5 is characterized by the fact that
functions belonging to.7 satisfy Eq. 33.

Then, the system of equations

f(f!)=~; f!=tJ; T(f!)=lf [32a]
.L(UE) = bE; UE = dE; T(UE) = UE [32b]

f!E -f! =tJ] and T(f!E) -T(tl) = if] [32c]

is equivalent to Eq. 19 or 20 when P is defined by Eq. 18 and
J = f + fE + 2f].

The general problem of connecting solutions defined on E
with those defined in region R is given in Definition 4. For the
class of differential Eq. 32, the problem is: Given U E solution
of the differential equation and boundary conditions 32b, find
fJ satisfying 32a and such that there exists a solution UE of32b
that fulfills the jump conditions 32c. According to Theorem 6,
when the problem of diffraction on R is well posed, that of
connecting can be formulated variationally as in Theorem 4;
furthermore, in that case, by Lemma 2 the set of solutions of
32b with vanishing data define (Definition 5) a complete
connectivity condition, and all the variational principles given
in ref. 2 are applicable. As observed in ref. 2, the theory de-
veloped in this section includes potential theory and the reduced
wave equation, which are obtained by choosing m = 1 and
C IJlq = bJq. The equations of linear elasticity correspond to the
case m = n = 3. Conditions 32c correspond to prescribed jumps
of the function and its normal derivative on a~ or, alterna-
tively, of the displacements and tractions, in applications to
elasticity. When d] and u] vanish identically, Eqs. 32c imply
corresponding conditions of continuity.

Regions Rand E illustrated in Fig. 1 are bounded; their
boundedness is only required to carry out the integration by
parts leading to Eqs. 27 and 28. These same equations can also
be derived when one or both of the regions Rand E are un-
bounded if we assume instead that the functions of D and
DE satisfy a radiation condition such as those introduced in
ref. 11.

B. Boundary Integral Equations. There are many ways in
which the set .7 of internally generated motions of Definition
5 can be specified. One that has found favor uses boundary
integral equations (4). The present results and those in ref. 2 are
applicable to these equations whenever they are derived froIi1
formally symmetric operators satisfying the conditions of Eq.
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